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Winter Aid for Rohingya Refugees in Bangladesh
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¢ Winter is always a worrying time for Rohingya
| refugees living in fragile shelters. As winter has already
started in Bangladesh, they are in urgent need of warm
clothes to protect themselves from biting cold weather.
With funding support from Muslimehelfen Germany,
ARF, in partnership with Social Aid, provided warm

clothes to 2,250 refugee families and 750 poor and
| vulnerable families in the host communities of Cox’s
{ Bazar on 15th December 2020. Each winter aid pack
" included a blanket, a women's coat sheet and a sweater
~ for children.
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~  In December, ARF and AMAN, with fundings from Muslimehelfen, provided
*  food packs to 150 migrant families living in Bangkok. 44 families came from
~ Cambodia, 41 from Pakistan, 44 from Vietnam, 4 from China, 5 from Palestine,
3 from Afghanistan, 6 from Iraq, 2 from Syria and 1 from Somalia. In total 397
persons benefited from this distribution.

Forniture Support to Iqgra Community School
Bihar-India
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With the financial support from LOMEF/ARF, Social &
Service Trust (SST) provided furniture such as school ™* 5%
bench, tables, cupboards and chairs to Iqra
community school, which is situated in Madhubani
Bihar, India. The children used to sit on the floor due
to lack of benches and they had to suffer from harsh |
weather conditions, especially during rainy seasons.

The school staff and students expressed
overwhelming gratitude for the support of
LOMEF/ARF in providing school education to the &
children of this disadvantaged community.




Pioneers Inspired by Religions

Mother Teresa
(1910-1997)

Mother Teresa was born in Skopje, Macedonia. At
the age of 18, she was inspired by reading about
Yugoslav Jesuits missionaries work in Bengal, India.
Then she joined the community of Irish Nuns in
Kolkata as she received training in Dublin, Ireland,
and Darjeeling, India.

Mother Teresa started teaching in a girls’ high
school in Kolkata, which was located in the slums,
however, students of the school were from wealthy
families. She felt an inner urge to leave the convent
life to serve the most deserving.

She was permitted by the Vatican to leave. Then
she founded the Missionaries of Charity to educate
children of slums by opening a school, she thus
opened the Nirmala Shishu Bhavan, a home for
children and homeless youth.

She also created facilities to provide treatment to sick people, such as the Home of Dying
with Dignity, a Hospice for those people affected by leprosy, which is known as Shanti
Nagar- meaning the City of Peace. According to Mother Teresa, religion and religious
teachings are meant for liberation. It is important to note that Mother Teresa was inspired
by Christianity. However, she also experienced institutional and structural limitations

from within for her innovative work.
She went on to be awarded the Nobel Prize in 1997.
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N ARF, AMAN and IIPDS
wishes you a year filled with
inspiration, hope, happiness and health




